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The necessity under which Frederick always laboured
of having to deal swiftly with whatever work he had in
hand, in order that he might hurry off to the protection
of some other part of his dominions and repair the mis-
chief which was almost certain to have occurred in his
absence, compelled him to hazard an immediate battle,
notwithstanding the strength of the enemy's position and
their great superiority in numbers.    Accord- Frederi k
ingly at noon on August  12, after a long and resolves to
toilsome march circling round   the  Russian fight*
encampment to reach their most vulnerable point, the
king led his troops to the attack.
The attack was at first brilliantly successful.    By
three o'clock the Russian left was  routed :
,    ,	,	,	Battle of
several thousand prisoners and 70 guns were Kunersdorf,
taken. The Prussian generals then besought Ausust 12-
the king to rest content with the advantage he had gained.
The day was intensely hot; his soldiers had been on foot
for twelve hours, and were suffering severely from thirst
and exhaustion ; moreover, if the Russians were let alone,
they would probably go off quietly in the night, as they
had done after Zorndorf. Unhappily Frederick refused
to take counsel. He wanted to destroy the Russian
army, not merely to defeat it; he had seized the Frank-
fort bridge and cut off its retreat So confident was he
of victory that he despatched a courier to Berlin an-
nouncing it. His obstinacy cost him dear. The Rus-
sians, supported by six Austrian infantry regiments, made
a desperate stand on the Spitzberg hill, and kept bringing
up fresh troops against the jaded Prussian battalions.
The cavalry was ordered up, but Seidlitz, who had saved
the day at Zorndorf, was disabled by a wound. The
king exerted himself to the utmost and exposed his per-
son with unusual recklessness. Two horses were shot
under him, and a third was hit just as he was about to

